
 
 
 
 

A Celebration of Life and Love 
March for Life Overnight Retreat and Day Trip 

 
While the weather threatened the March for Life this year, it went on 

without a hitch.  On Thursday, after a week of exams, 15 students, including 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors, and 2 chaperones, Fr. Allen 

Hoffa and Miss Kathleen Closkey headed to Resurrection of our Lord Parish 
in Laurel, Maryland.   For the past 3 years, students from Central have 

attending the “Vigil for Love and Life” retreat along with students from the 
Reading area, Baltimore, Washington, DC.  This year was special because 
not only were those groups in attendance but also 10 students from public 

and Catholic high schools from Denver, Colorado were there as well. 
 

On Thursday night, as the students from Central were settling themselves, 5 
buses of students from Biloxi, Mississippi arrived.  Close to 250 students 

and chaperones from parishes in Biloxi traveled 18 hours by bus to make the 
trip to the March for Life!  Talk about inspiration!  The retreat included 

talks, Eucharistic Adoration, and a midnight rosary.  On Friday, the morning 
started with Solemn Benediction followed by Mass. 

 
Simultaneously, 2 additional buses from ACCHS, led by some 

administrators and faculty headed to Mount Saint Mary’s College in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland where Central Catholic students met up with 

students from the Catholic high schools of the Diocese of Allentown for the 
celebration of Eucharist before heading to the March for Life. 

 
Students from Central Catholic, while waiting for the March for Life to 

begin, were surprised to see their Bishop, His Excellency, John O. Barres 
D.D!  The Bishop spent time talking with the students and even marched 

alongside them down Constitution Avenue along with some 300,000 other 
pro-lifers.  It was truly a beautiful day celebrating life and our Catholic faith! 
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